Courage In Times of Difficulty

Joshua 1:6-9

Author M. Scott Peck begins his make the changes that difficulty changes came and he needed
best selling book, The Road Lessompels us to make.
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doubt agree with Peck. However,
for the Christian, while life may
be difficult, the truth is difficulty
can be viewed like military boot
camp. For those who have ex-
perienced boot camp we know it
is rigorous, at times painful and
always challenging. Though it is
all of this and more, difficulty
teaches us to adopt new routines
and habits, to develop our physi-
cal, spiritual, emotional and men-
tal capabilities that may not have
developed as they should. The
real advantage of difficulty is
that it can, if we will allow it,
place us under the authority of
God, His Word, and those per-
sons who can positively affect
our lives and our future.

In all of this we need courage to
keep our balance. We need cour-
age when we are hit with obsta-
cles and challenges. We must
have courage not only to endure
times of difficulty, but also to

wor ds, AnLife
Holy Spirit to help us in times
of difficulty to grow and change
in keeping with the example of
Jesus Christ.

Joshua knew all about difficulty.

Without question 40 years of
wandering in the wilderness
qualified him to understand
hardship, trials, and troubles.
Joshua also knew God was with
him and the people of Israel. As
he worked closely with Moses,
Joshua developed his faith and
his leadership abilities.

When the time arrived to cross
the Jordan River and inhabit the
promised land, God appointed
Joshua to replace Moses. Three
times in the first 9 verses of
Joshua Chapter 1, God spoke
directly to Joshua about his
need of courage. Joshua needed
courage because the decisions
he would make affected other
people, he needed courage to
keep the Word of God even as

courage to always remember
that God was with him no
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seemed to dictate.

Now, as we prepare for the
New Year, as we experience
new challenges and most cer-
tainly new difficulties, we
like Joshua need courage.

Be reminded of three

things God said to Joshua,
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Remember this, difficulty is
the path that can lead us into a
deeper relationship with God.
Like Joshua, obey God and
courage will be His blessing to
you.

wiLL NOT FAIL THEE, NOR
FORSAKE THEE.”

Deuteronomy 31:6
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FASE The Refuge— The Perfect Place for Imperfect People

What is a Refuge?

-I- The dictionary definition of a refuge is this
time of need. 0O Everyone at one time or anothe
hurts, and where it seems to be more than we can handle alone. The difference that separates us from the

world is where we turn in these times.

The Refuge Who is our Refuge?

Begins If we take refuge in any other place other than in The One who created us and designed us with purpose and
meaning, then we miss out on Godobés very best.
our circumstances, and beyond the very things that immobilize us with fear. Take refuge in Jesus Christ, the
one who will never let you down.

Gods promises in the Bible

God is our refuge and our strength, a very present help in trials, therefore we will not fear, though the earth
be removed, and though the mountains be carried away. (Psalm 46:1-2) The name of the Lord is a strong
tower. (Proverbs18:10) Let us come boldly to Gods throne of grace, that we may find mercy, and receive
grace to help us in our times of need. (Hebrews 14:6)

The Refuge exists as a direct reflection of the shelter and security that Pastor Ken Perkins found in Christ
through many of his personal storms. Some of them include the death of his father when Ken was only five,
growing up with a stepfather who was an alcohp
making many bad choices with potential to dest
these obstacles as an opportunity to walk in the same shoes of the people that most churches are not reaching
today. 0 Ken has a passion for disconnected and
and he believes that if God can change his life God can change anyone.

Anot her influence in Kends | ife has been the
Kingdom expand, not their own personal empires built here on earth. Some of those include: Pastor Eddie
Blalock of The Orchard; Pastor Dale Tompkins of Church on the Way; Pastor David Patterson of Rivercross
in Gainesville; Jame$§ Roberts, Director of Missions for The Beulah Baptist Association and Nevi Townsend,
who oversees church planting for The Florida Baptist Convention. Ken believes these men truly are living
out the example that God intends for each of us, by networking with other believers, planting new churches,
and building healthy relationships with those churches already sharing the Gospel.

The Vision

Imagine a ragtag collection of surrendered, authentic, and transformed people who love God and others.
They are caught up in the idea that this is not about them, but all about Jesus and His Kingdom. They are
transfixed by His story as well as His heart for their city and His World. They are seed planters, hope
peddlers and grace-givers, risk-takers, and dreamers. They are people of all ages, and from every walk of life
united by Gods purpose and mission. They link arms with anyone who tells the story of Jesus with integrity.
They empower the poor, strengthen the weak, embrace the outcast, love the unlovable, and rescue those far
from God. They serve together, play together, worship together, and live life together. Families, neighbor-
hoods, communities, cities, states and our world will be changed because of Gods power and our obedience.
They are focused on becoming a place where there are no bricks, no boundaries, no walls, but a willingness
to do whatever it takes short of sinning to reach those no one else is reaching.

The Refuge had its first
preview service Nov.
29th with a great group
in attendance who
provided encouraging
and positive feedback.
The second preview
service for The Refuge
was held on Dec. 20th
at 10:00 am. The
Refuge meets at 159
SW Spencer Court, Ste
100. This space has
been provided by our
sponsoring church, The
Orchard.

The Refuge
launch is scheduled
for January 10, 2010
at 10:00 am.

Evergreen Baptist Church

Evergreen Baptist Church, located just oif the Branford Highway, was organized in 1879 when it was moved to the present
location from the Cypress Lake area. The church was originally named Cypress Lake Baptist Church but was renamed Evergreen
due to the 2 large evergreen trees that stood on the new property. The land for present day Evergreen was donated to the church
by the Jenkins family. The church had little financial resources in the early days but God graciously supplied every need. Mr.
Wiley Koon operated a general store and saw mill in the area. Aiter rough timber was donated Mr. Koon sawed the logs and the

Evergreen Baptist Church
2509 224th St oo o . .
Lake City, Florida 32024 church would come together on work days to construct a building. In 1927 Evergreen Baptist Church reorganized with eleven

Phone: (386) 935-6801 members and from that time until the present the church has experienced steady growth. In 1957 the need for a new building

Email: . . . .
billvbov592002@vahoo.com A evident and construction began. It continued until November 1964 when the present sanctuary was completed. Today,

Rev. Al Pflueger under the capable and eificient leadership of Pastor Alwin Pilueger and Deacons Billy Franks and Floyd Hymes, Evergreen
continues to flourish as the gospel is preached and lives are being transformed. Pastor Pilueger has and is leading Evergreen to
THE LINK/ make major changes not only in the physical plant of the church but also adding new ministries and opportunities for service.
E-LINK Evergreen Baptist Church, making a difference in the Kingdom of God!
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Schedule of Events

Additional Details available on the website
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January 1...Office Closed

January 4...Prayer for Revival, BBA Office, 8:30al
January 4...Mobile Dental Unit Training @ La
Esperanza, 9am

January 5...Senior Pastor Mtg, BBA Office, 10am
January &...MDU Screening @ BBA Office, 9%am
3pm

January 11...Prayer for Revival, BBA Office, 8:30
January 1115...MDU @ La Esperanza

January 18...Prayer for Revival, BBA Office, 8:30
January 19...African American Church Planting
Dialogue, BBA Office 22pm

January 25...Prayer for Revival, BBA Office, 8:30
February 1...Prayer for Revival, BBA Office, 8:30

February 2...Senior Pastor Mtg, BBA Office, 10ar

February 8...Prayer for Revival, BBA Office, 8:30
February 15...Prayer for Revival, BBA Office,
8:30am

February 16. Pastorséo
11:30aml1:30pm (lunch provided)

February 20...Migrant Ministry Workshop, BBA
Offices, 124pm

February 22...Prayer for Revival, BBA Office,
8:30am

February 23...Admin Board Mtg, 12gdmm

Deadline for next e-Link Issu
Monday, February 22, 2010
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" JANUARY 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed
1 prayerfor 2 3
Revival Sr Pastor Mtg

7 8 Prayerfor (9 10
Revival

14 15 prayer |16 Past or|l7
for Revival Roundtable @

. Parkview
Valentiné’sb
Day

21 22 Prayer |23 24

for Revival Admin Board
Mtg

E-link
deadline

28

" FEBRUARY 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
Office Closed
Happy New
Year &8s
3 4 Prayer for 5 6 7 8 9
Revival Sr Pastor mtg MDU Screening |MDU Screening
MDU Training @ BBA @ BBA
@ La MDU Screening
Esperanza @ BBA
10 11 Prayer [12 13 14 15 16
for Revival MDU @ La MDU @ La MDU @ La MDU @ La
MDU @ La Esperanza Esperanza Esperanza Esperanza
Esperanza
17 18 Prayer 19 African 20 21 22 23
for Revival American
Church Plant-
ng Dialogue
undt aljpl e, Harkview BC,
24 55 Prayer |26 27 28 29 30
for Revival
31
EMT Schedule
Full Schedule available on the website
12/30/09 -1/4/2010...Peniel Baptist Church
(Marion Assoc)
2/25-3/1/2010...Evergreen Baptist Church
3/18-22/2010...Shiloh Baptist Church
3/25-29/2010...Fellowship Baptist Church (Marion
Assoc)
Thu Fri Sat
4 5 6 EMT Reminder
The Administrative Board of BBA approved a
$50.00 user fee for the EMT effective January
11 12 13 1,2009. This fee helps to offset the cost of
insurance, tags, and other EMT essentials as
well as helping to maintain the equipment and
purchase new items as needed. Keep in mind
this fee is for your entire event whether it is one
18 19 20 Migrant day or a week long VBS. Also, if you reserve
Ministry Work- the EMT and find it necessary to cancel please
shop N
let us know as soon as possible as another
25 26 27




Distance Learning Centeir

The Distance Learning Center at Beulah Baptist Association in
partnership with The Baptist College of Florida will offer the
following courses for the Spring Semester 2010:

1. CRT 101 K1..0ld Testament Intro w/ Andy Thomas;
Meets Thurs 6:00-8:00 pm (Jan 21, 28, Feb 4,11,18, 25, Mar 4, 11)

2. CRT 102 K1..Intro To New Testament Study w/ Dr. Richard
Reichert; Meets Tues 6:00-8:00pm (Jan 19, 26, Feb 2, 9, 16, 23, Mar 2, 16)

3. CRT 111 K1..Intro To Old Testament Study The Historical Books
w/ Hugh Dampier; Meets Mon, 6:30-8:30pm (Jan 18, 25, Feb 1, 8, 15, 22,
Mar 1, 8)

4. CRT 112 K1..Intro To Old Testament Study The Prophets w/

Mike Tatem; Meets Thurs 6:00-8:00pm (Jan 21, 28, Feb 4, 11, 18, 25, Mar
4,11)

Class times can be 6:00-8:00pm or 6:30-8:30pm or 7:00-9:00pm.
All Classes meet at the BBA Offices.
ALL CLASSES BEGIN THE WEEK OF JANUARY 18, 2010
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, Beulah Baptist Association |
I 1
I 189 NW Cali Drive I
I Lake City, Florida 32055 | |
| Phone: (386) 758212 !
I Fax: (386) 755198 I
| E-mail: office@loveandserve.com |
I |
I |
| Beul ah Bapti st aheswelkoisdSauthein Bantist Charodes serving the springs area; Columbia,
[ Alachua, Baker, Hamilton, Suwannee, and Union Counties of North Florida. |
|
I We work in cooperation with the Southern Baptist Convention and since 1879 have been a part of the Florida Baptift
I Convention.
I |
Our, miNSgebon i s si mplTy oS IASST ST Our Chur clles™  Lndiyidu
I and Globally; By Discovering and Responding To The Needs Of Churches and To Be A Catalyst To Develop Mutl(jal
| Fell owship Support Among Member Congregat.
|
| Our goals are 0To Resource and Encourage Evegry C
| \
| Our success is measured by knowing and doing the will of God. I
I |
\ 38 Churches Linked To Love and Serve I
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Operation Christmas Child Results

Thank you for your support, we collected 16,225
shoeboxes!

Mrs. Bonnie Mosby called the Association office and
shared some information on the shoe boxes that were
processed through our Association.

There were 2,784 boxes that were processed for the
Lake City area and an additional 688 boxes from
Celebration Community Church and Fort White area for
a total of 3,472 shoe boxes that were packaged and
delivered to the Collection Center (The Suwannee
\Valley Region and North Central FL Area) at Suwannee
Station Baptist Church. The Collection Center covers 10
counties: Columbia, Hamilton, Suwannee, Baker,
Gilchrist, Madison, Levy, Dixie, Taylor, and Lafayette.
The 10 counties collected 16,225 shoeboxes.
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